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BALLOON CATHETER SHAFT HAVING
HIGH STRENGTH AND FLEXIBILITY

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No.
13/775,699, filed Feb. 25, 2013, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,721,624,
which is a continuation of application Ser. No. 13/398,178,
filed Feb. 16, 2012, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,388,602, which is a
continuation of application Ser. No. 11/763,623, filed Jun. 15,
2007, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,382,738, which is a continuation-
in-part of application Ser. No. 11/480,143, filed Jun. 30, 2006,
now U.S. Pat. No. 7,906,066, the contents of each of which is
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to medical devices, and
particularly to intracorporeal devices for therapeutic or diag-
nostic uses, such as balloon catheters.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty
(PTCA) procedures, a guiding catheter is advanced until the
distal tip of the guiding catheter is seated in the ostium of a
desired coronary artery. A guidewire, positioned within an
inner lumen of a dilatation catheter, is first advanced out of the
distal end of the guiding catheter into the patient’s coronary
artery until the distal end of the guidewire crosses a lesion to
be dilated. Then the dilatation catheter having an inflatable
balloon on the distal portion thereof is advanced into the
patient’s coronary anatomy, over the previously introduced
guidewire, until the balloon of the dilatation catheter is prop-
erly positioned across the lesion. Once properly positioned,
the dilatation balloon is inflated with fluid one or more times
to a predetermined size at relatively high pressures (e.g.
greater than 8 atmospheres) so that the stenosis is compressed
against the arterial wall and the wall expanded to open up the
passageway. Generally, the inflated diameter of the balloon is
approximately the same diameter as the native diameter of the
body lumen being dilated so as to complete the dilatation but
not overexpand the artery wall. Substantial, uncontrolled
expansion of the balloon against the vessel wall can cause
trauma to the vessel wall. After the balloon is finally deflated,
blood flow resumes through the dilated artery and the dilata-
tion catheter can be removed therefrom.

In such angioplasty procedures, there may be restenosis of
the artery, i.e. reformation of the arterial blockage, which
necessitates either another angioplasty procedure, or some
other method of repairing or strengthening the dilated area. To
reduce the restenosis rate and to strengthen the dilated area,
physicians frequently implant a stent inside the artery at the
site of the lesion. Stents may also be used to repair vessels
having an intimal flap or dissection or to generally strengthen
aweakened section of a vessel. Stents are usually delivered to
a desired location within a coronary artery in a contracted
condition on a balloon of a catheter which is similar in many
respects to a balloon angioplasty catheter, and expanded to a
larger diameter by expansion of the balloon. The balloon is
deflated to remove the catheter and the stent left in place
within the artery at the site of the dilated lesion. Stent covers
on an inner or an outer surface of the stent have been used in,
for example, the treatment of pseudo-aneurysms and perfo-
rated arteries, and to prevent prolapse of plaque. Similarly,
vascular grafts comprising cylindrical tubes made from tissue
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or synthetic materials such as polyester, expanded polytet-
rafluoroethylene, and DACRON may be implanted in vessels
to strengthen or repair the vessel, or used in an anastomosis
procedure to connect vessels segments together.

In the design of catheter shafts, strength, stiffness and
flexibility of various sections of the catheter shaft are specifi-
cally tailored to provide the desired catheter performance.
However, one difficulty has been optimizing the often com-
peting characteristics of strength and flexibility of the cath-
eter shaft.

Accordingly, it would be a significant advance to provide a
catheter having a catheter shaft with an improved combina-
tion of characteristics such as strength, flexibility and ease of
manufacture. This invention satisfies these and other needs.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention is directed to a catheter having an elongated
shaft with a tubular member which forms at least a portion of
the shaft and which is formed of a biaxially oriented thermo-
plastic polymeric material. One aspect of the invention is
directed to a method of forming the catheter shaft by radially
and longitudinally expanding the tubular member to biaxially
orient the polymeric material. Additionally, one aspect of the
invention is directed to forming a taper along at least a section
of'the biaxially oriented tubular member to provide a bending
stiffness transition. A catheter of the invention preferably has
an improved combination of low bending stiffness, high rup-
ture pressure, and high tensile strength, for improved catheter
performance.

A method of making a catheter shaft of the invention gen-
erally comprises radially and longitudinally expanding an
extruded tube, which results in an expanded tubular member
having a higher rupture pressure and tensile strength than a
tube extruded directly to the same final dimensions (i.e., wall
thickness and outer diameter) as the expanded tubular mem-
ber. It is believed that the radial and longitudinal expansion
circumferentially and longitudinally orients the polymeric
structure within the material. However, the orientation does
not significantly increase the bending stiffness of the tubular
member. Thus, a relatively low durometer polymer can be
selected to minimize bending stiffness in the radially and
axially deformed tubular member. The inherently low bend-
ing stiffness of the low durometer polymer provides a longi-
tudinally flexible shaft tubular member which more readily
bends during maneuvering of the catheter within the patient.

In a presently preferred embodiment, the catheter is a bal-
loon catheter generally comprising an elongated shaft having
a proximal end, a distal end, an inflation lumen extending
therein, and a tubular member which has the inflation lumen
therein and which is formed of a biaxially oriented nonporous
thermoplastic polymer, and a balloon sealingly secured to a
distal shaft section. In one embodiment, the balloon is a
relatively high pressure balloon. The biaxially oriented poly-
mer has polymer chains oriented longitudinally along the
tubular member for increased tensile strength, and circumfer-
entially around the tubular member for increased rupture
pressure. The high tensile strength of the shaft tubular mem-
ber improves catheter performance by, for example, increas-
ing the ability to safely pull the catheter from within the
patient’s vessel without tearing apart/damaging the catheter,
e.g., during retrieval of the catheter lodged in a calcific lesion.

Theballoonhas an interior in fluid communication with the
inflation lumen, and a rupture pressure which is significantly
less than the rupture pressure of the shaft tubular member. As
a result, the balloon catheter preferably has a failure mode in
which the balloon will rupture before the pressure-containing
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catheter shaft tubular member, to prevent or minimize vessel
injury in the event of a catheter rupture. In one embodiment,
the balloon is a relatively high pressure balloon, for example
having a rupture pressure of at least about 20 atm or more. The
shaft tubular member preferably has a mean rupture strength
substantially greater than that of the balloon, so that the
distribution of the two rupture pressure ranges have essen-
tially no statistical overlap.

In a method of making a balloon catheter having an elon-
gated shaft and a balloon on a distal shaft section, a thermo-
plastic polymeric material having a relatively low Shore
durometer hardness is melt-extruded to form a tube having a
lumen and a first inner and outer diameter which are smaller
than the desired final dimensions of a shaft tubular member.
The method includes cooling the extruded tube to a tempera-
ture less than an elevated temperature of the melt-extrusion,
and placing the extruded tube in a lumen of a capture member,
and biaxially orienting the polymeric material of the extruded
tube within the capture member at an elevated temperature.
The tube is biaxially oriented by radially expanding the
heated extruded tube with pressurized media in the tube
lumen and simultaneously or sequentially axially expanding
the extruded tube with a load applied on at least one end of the
tube. The expanded tube is thus radially and axially expanded
to a second (larger) outer and inner diameter and a second
(longer) length. The second outer diameter is generally about
equal to the inner diameter of the capture member, and the
second inner diameter is preferably at least about 5 times
larger than the first inner diameter of the extruded tube. The
expanded tube is then cooled to room temperature, to produce
the biaxially oriented nonporous thermoplastic polymer tubu-
lar member (hereafter, “the biaxially oriented tubular mem-
ber”), which forms at least a portion of the catheter shaft.

The amount of radial expansion is selected to produce a
high degree of circumferential orientation, which results in a
correspondingly high rupture pressure for use as a shaft sec-
tion which contains the inflation lumen therein. Thus, the
method includes sealingly securing a balloon to a distal end of
the biaxially oriented tubular member, such that the balloon
has an interior in fluid communication with the lumen (i.e.,
the inflation lumen) of the biaxially oriented tubular member
during catheter assembly.

By extruding a low durometer thermoplastic material to
form a tube having a significantly smaller inner diameter and
larger wall thickness than the required shaft tubular member,
and then radially and longitudinally expanding the tube, a
tubular member is provided which has a low bending stiffness
but nonetheless has high rupture pressure and tensile strength.
Moreover, the increased rupture pressure is not provided at
the expense of other performance characteristics of the cath-
eter. For example, although the rupture pressure of a tubular
shaft can be increased by increasing the wall thickness, the
corresponding decrease in the shaft inner and/or outer diam-
eter disadvantageously increases the inflation/deflation time
and the profile of the shaft.

The Shore durometer hardness of the polymeric material,
and the extruded and expanded dimensions of the tubing are
selected such that the resulting tubular member preferably has
a Gurley bending stiftness value of not greater than about 50
to about 150 mg, a rupture pressure of at least about 25 to
about 50 atm, and a tensile break load of at least about 1.0 to
about 5.0 Ibf. In a presently preferred embodiment, the Shore
durometer hardness of the polymeric material is about 63 D,
although a polymeric material having a lower or higher Shore
durometer hardness can alternatively be used. Polymeric
materials found useful in the invention typically have a Shore
durometer hardness of about 55 D to about 75 D.
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In the design of shafts for balloon catheters, extruded cath-
eter shaft tubing is conventionally resized to a smaller diam-
eter and wall thickness by necking the tubing using a die and
mandrel. Unlike such conventional necking procedures
which force the tubing through a die and thus primarily elon-
gate the tubing with only a minimal decrease in tubing diam-
eter and/or wall thickness, the catheter shaft tubing of the
invention is highly circumferentially oriented by being radi-
ally expanded to an inner diameter significantly larger than
the original (extruded) inner diameter. In one embodiment,
the tubing is radially expanded to substantially the maximum
amount possible (based on the polymeric material and
extruded tubing dimensions), which results in expanded tub-
ing having minimal radial growth at increasing inner pres-
sures. Consequently, the expanded tubing has an improved
controlled failure mode. In the event that the shaft tubing is
over-pressurized above the rupture pressure of the shaft tub-
ing, the expanded tubing preferably fails by rupturing with a
small longitudinally extending slit and without radially
expanding against the vessel wall, which thus prevents or
minimizes vessel injury.

In one embodiment, the biaxially oriented tubular member
is provided with a wall thickness and/or diameter that tapers
along at least a section of the biaxially oriented tubular mem-
ber, to thereby vary the bending stiffness therealong. In a
presently preferred embodiment, the tapered section is
formed during the biaxial orientation of the tube by varying
an external load applied on at least one end of the extruded
tube as a function of a heating nozzle position (i.e., as the
heating nozzle traverses along the length of the extruded tube
during the biaxial orientation expansion, the external axial
load is varied, to vary the amount of axial expansion). The
resulting tapered section of the biaxially oriented tubular
member can have a variety of different configurations
depending on factors such as the amount by which the exter-
nal load is varied and whether the capture member has a
tapered inner diameter. In a presently preferred embodiment,
the resulting tapered section of the biaxially oriented tubular
member tapers distally to a smaller outer diameter and wall
thickness, but has a substantially constant inner diameter.
However, a variety of suitable configurations can be used
including a tapered section having a tapered inner diameter
with or without a tapered outer diameter and wall thickness.

Although discussed herein primarily in terms of a tapering
method in which the extruded tube is tapered by varying the
external axial load during the biaxial expansion of the tube,
the taper can be formed using additional or alternative meth-
ods. For example, the internal pressure used to radially
expand the extruded tube during the biaxial orientation also
exerts an axial force which can expand the tube in the axial
direction. Therefore, varying the internal gas pressure during
biaxial orientation will change the overall axial load carried
by the tube’s cross section and thus the total axial stress
arising during biaxial orientation. Additionally, the expanded
tubular member’s dimensions can be modified after the
biaxial expansion by radially shrinking the biaxially oriented
tubular member onto a mandrel during a heat stabilization
process. Depending on the shape (e.g., tapering or nontaper-
ing) of the mandrel and the biaxially oriented tubular member
prior to the heat stabilization process, this radial shrinking can
produce a finished part having a constant or varying inner
diameter and/or outer diameter. However, radial and axial
shrinkage onto a mandrel after the biaxial orientation pro-
duces a greater wall thickening in sections having greater
initial clearance between the biaxially oriented tubular mem-
ber and the mandrel outer diameter. Thus, in one presently
preferred embodiment, the amount of shrinkage during the
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heat stabilization process is minimized, by heat stabilizing the
biaxially oriented tubular member on a mandrel having an
outer diameter profile which closely matches (i.e., little initial
clearance within) the inner diameter of the as-expanded
biaxially oriented tubular member.

Although a taper can be produced using various methods, a
preferred embodiment produces a relatively large stiffness
transition, without sacrificing the desired degree of biaxial
orientation, and without a disadvantageous decrease in the
inner lumen diameter. In a presently preferred embodiment,
the bending stiffness of the tapered biaxially oriented tubular
member varies by a factor of about 2 to about 4.5 along the
length of the taper. The stiffness transition is typically pro-
vided over a relatively long length. However, the biaxially
oriented tubular member can be provided with a stiffness
transition due to the varying wall thickness and/or diameter
which is abrupt (e.g., occurring over about 1 cm), less abrupt
(e.g., occurring over a few to many centimeters), or essen-
tially continuous (e.g., occurring over all or a substantial
majority of the length of the tubular member). Generally, the
tapered biaxially oriented tubular member has at least a sec-
tion which has a distally tapering wall thickness and/or diam-
eter along a length of at least about 1 cm, or about 2% of the
total length of the biaxially oriented tubular member.

The tapered biaxially oriented tubular member can be used
in a variety of suitable locations of a variety of catheters,
although it is typically a relatively flexible distal section of the
catheter shaft, with the tapered section enhancing the stiffness
transition from a highly flexible distal end to a substantially
more rigid proximal section of the catheter shaft. In a pres-
ently preferred embodiment, the stiffness transition of the
tapered biaxially oriented tubular member eliminates the
need for a separate mid-shaft section secured to the distal end
of a stiff proximal section and the proximal end of a flexible
distal section of the shaft. The tapered biaxially oriented
tubular member thus preferably provides improved catheter
deliverability without increasing the number of shaft compo-
nents or complicating catheter assembly.

The invention provides a catheter shaft tubular member
having an improved combination of low bending stiffness,
high rupture pressure, and high tensile strength. Preferably, a
catheter shaft tubular member of the invention has a low
profile and high flexibility such that the catheter has excellent
ability to track and to cross tight, tortuous anatomy, while
having a high rupture pressure and the ability to maintain
inflation lumen integrity during a medical procedure. The
high rupture pressure catheter shaft assures that inadvertent
over-pressurization will normally result in rupture within the
balloon (and most notably even a relatively high rupture
pressure balloon) at the treatment site rather than elsewhere in
the patient’s vasculature. Unlike conventional catheter design
in which shaft sections requiring minimized profile and/or
maximized lumen size are typically formed of high strength/
stiffness materials to allow for the shaft to be formed with thin
walls, the catheter shaft section of the invention is formed of
a relatively low durometer polymeric material providing a
low bending stiffhess. Similarly, unlike shaft sections formed
with multiple layers or reinforcements to increase the burst
pressure/strength of the shaft, the catheter shaft section of the
invention has relatively thin walls, for minimizing the shaft
profile while maximizing the shaft lumen size, and for mini-
mizing the shaft bending stiffness.

These and other advantages of the invention will become
more apparent from the following detailed description and
accompanying exemplary drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an elevational view, partially in section, of a
balloon catheter embodying features of the invention.
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FIGS. 2 and 3 are transverse cross sectional views of the
balloon catheter shown in FIG. 1, taken along lines 2-2 and
3-3, respectively.

FIG. 4 illustrates the formation of the catheter shaft outer
tubular member, in which an extruded tube is radially and
longitudinally expanded in a capture member in a method
embodying features of the invention, with the extruded tube
shown prior to being radially and longitudinally expanded.

FIG. 5 illustrates the extruded tube of FIG. 4 after being
radially and longitudinally expanded in the capture member.

FIG. 6 is an elevational view, partially in section, of an
over-the-wire stent delivery balloon catheter embodying fea-
tures of the invention, which has a tapered biaxially oriented
tubular member forming a portion of the catheter shaft.

FIG. 7 is alongitudinal cross sectional view of the catheter
shaft of FIG. 6, taken along line 7-7.

FIG. 8 is a transverse cross sectional view of the balloon
catheter shown in FIG. 6, taken along line 8-8.

FIG. 9q illustrates a method of forming a tapered biaxially
oriented tubular member, with an extruded tube shown prior
to being radially and longitudinally expanded within a
tapered capture tube.

FIG. 95 illustrates the extruded tube of FIG. 9a after being
radially and longitudinally expanded in the capture member.

FIG. 10 illustrates a tapered biaxially oriented tubular
member having a section with a tapered inner and outer
diameter.

FIG. 11 illustrates a tapered biaxially oriented tubular
member having a section with a tapered inner diameter, and a
uniform outer diameter.

FIG. 12 illustrates the tapered biaxially oriented tubular
member of FIG. 11 after being heat stabilized on a uniform
diameter mandrel.

FIG. 13 illustrates the second order polynomial fit to total
axial stress as a function of axial stretch percentage, for
experimentally and analytically derived data for biaxially
oriented tubing according to a method embodying features of
the invention.

FIG. 14 is a graph of the predicted moment of inertia as a
function of nozzle position for various tapered biaxially
expanded tubular members.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 illustrates a rapid exchange type balloon dilatation
catheter 10 embodying features of the invention. Catheter 10
generally comprises an elongated catheter shaft 11 having a
proximal end 12, a distal end 13, a proximal shaft section 16,
and a distal shaft section 17, and an inflatable balloon 14 on
the distal shaft section. The shaft 11 has an inflation lumen 20,
and a guidewire receiving lumen 21. An adapter 18 at the
proximal end of the catheter provides access to the inflation
lumen 20 and is configured for connecting to an inflation fluid
source (not shown). The distal end of the catheter may be
advanced to a desired region of a patient’s body lumen in a
conventional manner and balloon 14 inflated to perform a
medical procedure such a dilate a stenosis, and catheter 10
withdrawn or repositioned for another procedure. FIG. 1
illustrates the balloon inflated. FIGS. 2 and 3, illustrate trans-
verse cross sections of the catheter of FIG. 1, taken along lines
2-2 and 3-3, respectively.

In the illustrated embodiment, the proximal shaft section
16 comprises a proximal tubular member 22 defining a proxi-
mal portion of the inflation lumen 20, and the distal shaft
section 17 comprises a distal outer tubular member 23 defin-
ing a distal portion of the inflation lumen 20, and an inner
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tubular member 24 defining the guidewire lumen 21 config-
ured to slidably receive guidewire 26 therein. As a rapid
exchange type catheter, the guidewire lumen 21 extends from
a distal port 27 at the distal end of the catheter to a proximal
port 28 spaced distally from the proximal end of the catheter.
The rapid exchange junction at the guidewire proximal port
28 is the transition between the single lumen proximal shaft
section and the multilumen distal shaft section in the illus-
trated embodiment. Similarly, in one embodiment, the
guidewire proximal port 28 is located in a midshaft section
extending between and connecting the proximal tubular
member 22 and the distal outer member 23. The distal shaft
section is preferably more flexible than the proximal shaft
section, and the proximal tubular member is therefore typi-
cally a relatively high stiffness material such as a metal or
high durometer polymer. As best illustrated in FIG. 2, the
inflation lumen 20 in the distal shaft section is the annular
space between the inner surface of the outer tubular member
23 and the outer surface of the inner tubular member 24,
although a variety of suitable shaft configurations can alter-
natively be used including non-coaxial and multi-lumen
extrusions.

Balloon 14 is sealingly secured to the shaft such that the
balloon interior is in fluid communication with the shaft infla-
tion lumen 20. Specifically, in the illustrated embodiment, the
balloon 14 has a proximal skirt section bonded to the distal
end of shaft distal outer tubular member 23 and a distal skirt
section bonded to the distal end of shaft inner tubular member
24. The balloon 14 is preferably formed of a polymeric mate-
rial which is compatible with the material forming the outer
surface of the shaft, to allow for fusion bonding, although the
balloon can alternatively or additionally be adhesively
bonded to the shaft. The balloon 14 is preferably a relatively
high rupture pressure, non-compliant balloon, which in one
embodiment has a rupture pressure of about 20 to about 30
atm, such that the balloon can be inflated in the patient during
a procedure at relatively high working pressure of about 18
atm. In one embodiment, the balloon has a rated burst pres-
sure of about 14 to about 25 atm. The rated burst pressure
(RBP), calculated from the average rupture pressure, is the
pressure at which 99.9% of the balloons can be pressurized to
without rupturing, with 95% confidence. Generally, a balloon
14 is inflated in the patient during a procedure at working
pressure of about 8 to about 18 atm.

In accordance with the invention, at least a portion of the
catheter shaft 11 comprises a tubular member formed of a
biaxially oriented thermoplastic polymeric material, which in
the illustrated embodiment preferably is the distal outer tubu-
lar member 23 (hereafter “the biaxially oriented distal outer
tubular member”) having the inflation lumen 20 therein. A
catheter of the invention can have a biaxially oriented tubular
member alternatively or additionally forming other sections
of the catheter shaft including proximal and midshaft sec-
tions. However, unlike the proximal shaft section which is
typically formed of a relatively high bending stiffness mate-
rial to provide sufficient push (force transmission) for
advancing the catheter in the patient’s vasculature, the distal
shaft section preferably has tubular members with a low
bending stiffness to provide sufficient flexibility to track over
a guidewire in the patient’s distal tortuous vasculature.

The polymeric material of the biaxially oriented distal
outer tubular member 23 is biaxially oriented by radially and
longitudinally expanding an extruded tube used to form the
distal outer tubular member 23, as discussed in more detail
below.

The biaxially oriented distal outer tubular member 23 is
formed of a relatively soft/low durometer polymeric material.
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The polymer preferably has a Shore durometer hardness of
not greater than about 63 Dto about 70 D. A variety of suitable
nonporous polymeric materials can be used including poly-
ether block amide (PEBAX) copolymers, polyurethanes,
polyethylenes, and polyesters. The polymeric material can
have various levels of crystallinity, and thus can be crystalline
or noncrystalline. In a presently preferred embodiment, the
polymer is a single polymer or copolymer (i.e., not a blend of
two separate polymers). For example, a presently preferred
polymer is PEBAX 63D, which has a Shore durometer hard-
ness of about 63 D.

In a presently preferred embodiment, the distal outer tubu-
lar member 23 is a single-layered tubular member (i.e., not a
multi-layered tube), formed of the biaxially oriented polymer
tubing. The biaxially oriented distal outer tubular member 23
thus does not require multiple layers of different polymeric
materials or reinforcements to provide the desired combina-
tion of characteristics. Additionally, unlike porous polymeric
materials which are expanded during processing to produce a
desired porosity, the biaxially oriented distal outer tubular
member 23 is itself fluid tight (i.e., non-porous) and thus does
not require a non-porous additional layer in order to hold the
inflation fluid. Thus, due to the nature of the thermoplastic
polymeric material, the tubular member formed therefrom is
not porous, and the radial and longitudinal expansion does not
render the tubular member porous. A single-layered tubular
member provides ease of manufacture and avoids problems
associated with multi-layered shafts such as layer delamina-
tion and thickness nonuniformities.

In the illustrated embodiment, the biaxially oriented distal
outer tubular member 23 has a uniform outer diameter along
the entire length of the tubular member 23. In one embodi-
ment, the biaxially oriented distal outer tubular member 23
has an inner diameter of about 0.028 to about 0.029 inches,
and an outer diameter of about 0.0325 to about 0.0335 inches
along at least a section thereof. The length of the biaxially
oriented distal outer tubular member 23 is typically about 15
to about 20 cm.

The rupture strength of the catheter shaft is important for
insuring that the balloon 14 can be inflated to the desired high
pressure during a medical procedure. If the relatively low
durometer polymeric material was extruded to the final (ex-
panded) dimensions of the biaxially oriented distal outer
tubular member 23, the resulting tubular member would have
arupture strength which would be significantly lower than the
desired value, and, for example, which would not be signifi-
cantly greater than the balloon 14 rupture pressure. In the
catheter 10 of the invention, the balloon rated burst pressure is
significantly less than (e.g., about 4 atm less than, or about
20% less than) that of the biaxially oriented tubular outer
member 23.

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate a method of making a biaxially
oriented tubular member such as the biaxially oriented distal
outer tubular member 23 of the catheter 10 of FIG. 1. A
method ofthe invention generally comprises melt-extruding a
thermoplastic polymeric material having a relatively low
Shore durometer hardness, to form a tube 30 having a lumen
31, a first inner and outer diameter (ID;, OD,) and a first
length (L, ), and cooling the extruded tube 30 to a temperature
(e.g., to room temperature) which is less than an elevated
temperature of the melt-extrusion. The cooled extruded tube
30 is placed within a capture member 32, heated to an
elevated temperature, and radially and axially expanded in the
capture member 32 to a second inner and outer diameter (ID,,
OD,) and length (L,), to thereby biaxially orient the poly-
meric material of the extruded tube 30. FIG. 4 illustrates the
extruded tube 30 disposed within the capture member 32 prior
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to being expanded therein, and FIG. 5 illustrates the expanded
tube 30" within the capture member 32 (i.e., the extruded tube
30 of FIG. 4 after being radially and longitudinally expanded
within the capture member 32). After being radially and lon-
gitudinally expanded, the resulting expanded tube 30' is
cooled to room temperature and heat stabilized as discussed
in more detail below. The catheter 10 is subsequently
assembled, at least by sealingly securing a balloon to a distal
end of the expanded tubular member such that the balloon has
an interior in fluid communication with the expanded tubular
member lumen.

The dimensions of the extruded tube 30 are set by the
extrusion apparatus, and are typically not resized (e.g., hot die
necked) prior to the radial and longitudinal expansion. For
example, the tubular member is typically extruded by a screw
extruder having a die and mandrel sized so that upon ordinary
draw-down the tubular member exiting the extruder has the
first outer diameter (OD),), and the first inner diameter (ID,).

In the embodiment of FIG. 4, the capture member 32 is
tubular with an inner surface layer 33 of a lubricious poly-
meric material such as polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) for
subsequent ease of part removal, reinforced with an outer
high strength jacket layer 34 such as stainless steel tubing
configured to prevent or inhibit diameter creep (growth) after
repeated use. Thus, the capture member 32 is configured to
radially restrain the growing tube 30, without the inner or
outer diameter of the capture member 32 increasing at the
elevated internal pressures used to radially expand the
extruded tube 30.

The extruded tube 30 is heated to the elevated temperature
within the capture member 32, which in the illustrated
embodiment comprises directing heat from a heating nozzle
35 at the outer surface of the capture member 32. In a pres-
ently preferred embodiment, the heating nozzle 35 traverses
along a length of the extruded tube 30, from a first end to the
opposite end. Thus, the radial and longitudinal expansion is
initiated with only the first end of the extruded tube 30 heated
by the nozzle 35 in one embodiment. In a presently preferred
embodiment, the extruded tube 30 is heated to an expansion
elevated temperature which is less than the melt-extrusion
elevated temperature (i.e., less than a melting temperature of
the polymeric material).

The extruded tube 30 is axially expanded with a load
applied on at least one end of the tube, e.g., using a vertical
necking apparatus (not illustrated), and is radially expanded
with pressurized media introduced into the extruded tube
lumen from a pressurized media source (not illustrated) con-
nected to one end of the extruded tube 30. Specifically, with
the heating nozzle 35 heating the first end of the extruded tube
30, the heating nozzle 35 is moved toward the second end and
the load is applied to the second end in the same direction as
the heating nozzle movement to axially expand (i.e., stretch
lengthwise) the extruded tube 30. The amount of the load
required to provide the desired stretch percent depends on
factors such as the tensile elongation, dimensions, material of
the tubing 30, pressure of the pressurized media, and the
expanded inner diameter. The pressurized media, e.g., com-
pressed air, is at an elevated pressure sufficient to initiate the
radial expansion, such that the wall hoop stress exceeds the
material resistance (typically the yield stress) to stretching at
the blowing temperature. The internal pressure used to radi-
ally expand the tubing 30 is typically about 400 to about 600
psi.

The extruded tube 30 is preferably simultaneously radially
and axially expanded at the elevated temperature, for ease of

20

30

40

45

65

10

manufacture. However, it can alternatively be sequentially
expanded (i.e., first radially then longitudinally, or first lon-
gitudinally and then radially).

The tubing 30 is preferably radially expanded into contact
with the inner surface of the capture member 31, to the second
outer diameter which is about equal to the inner diameter of
the capture member 31. The tubing 30 radially expands in all
directions around the tubing circumference, resulting in cir-
cumferential orientation of the polymeric material. In a pres-
ently preferred embodiment, the second inner diameter (ID,)
is at least about 5 times larger than the first inner diameter
(ID,) of the extruded tube (i.e., the blow-up-ratio, BUR, of the
expanded tubular member 30' is at least about 5, and is more
specifically about 5.8 to about 6). The large BUR provides a
high degree of circumferential orientation, for a large
increase in the rupture pressure of the tubing. In one embodi-
ment, the tubing is radially expanded to substantially the
maximum amount possible (i.e., to a BUR which is at least
about 80% of the maximum BUR possible). Specifically, as
the tubing radially expands, the radius increases and the tub-
ing wall thickness decreases, which results in a rapid increase
in the wall hoop stress during constant pressure blowing. If
the wall hoop stress of the growing tubing exceeds the ulti-
mate hoop strength of the material, rupture will occur. As a
result, there is a limit to the BUR (i.e., a maximum attainable
BUR) of a polymeric material forming the tubing. The result-
ing expanded tubular member 30" exhibits little additional
radial expansion at increasing internal pressures and prefer-
ably has a rupture mode consisting of a small longitudinally
extending slit, for minimal vessel injury in the event of a shaft
rupture. Within the working pressure range of the balloon 14,
the biaxially oriented distal outer member 23 preferably has
minimal radial growth, and as the pressure is increased above
the rated burst pressure, the orientation preferably prevents
the formation of a bulbous, highly expanded pocket along the
biaxially oriented distal outer member 23 which can other-
wise form as an outer member wall expands as the pressure
therein approaches the rupture pressure.

Although the dimensions will vary depending upon the
type of catheter and desired use of the biaxially oriented
tubular member, the extruded first inner diameter (ID,) is
generally about 0.004 to about 0.006 inches and the extruded
first outer diameter (OD,) is generally about 0.021 to about
0.023 inches, whereas the expanded second inner diameter
(ID,) is generally about 0.028 to about 0.029 inches and the
expanded second outer diameter (OD,) is generally about
0.0325 to about 0.0335 inches.

The dimensions of the expanded tube 30' are typically
stabilized after the radial and longitudinal expansion using a
heat stabilization process in which the expanded tube 30' is
heated for a duration at an elevated temperature sufficient to
stabilize the polymeric material of the tube. In a presently
preferred embodiment, the heat stabilization comprises heat-
ing the expanded tube 30' on a mandrel which controls the
amount of radial shrinkage. Specifically, the expanded tube
30" is placed on a mandrel and reheated to a temperature
above room temperature but typically below the expansion
temperature to allow for radial recovery onto the mandrel and
for the radial and axial dimensions to stabilize. The mandrel
outer diameter is slightly smaller than the inner diameter of
the expanded tubular member 30', to allow for slidably
mounting the expanded tubular member 30' thereon. The
amount of radial and axial shrinkage is relatively minimal,
i.e., not greater than about 5%, and the heat stabilization
preferably does not substantially decrease the rupture pres-
sure of the tubular member. The heat stabilization tempera-
ture is typically significantly more than the polymeric glass
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transition temperature but less than the elevated temperature
used during the radial and axial expansion. In a presently
preferred embodiment, a PEBAX tubular member is heat
stabilized at about 100 to about 140° C. for about 10 to about
15 minutes.

In one embodiment, the biaxial orientation of the polymer
of the tubular member 30' is substantially uniform along the
entire length thereof. Thus, the extruded tube 30 is radially
expanded by a substantially uniform amount along the length
thereof, and is longitudinally expanded by a substantially
uniform amount, to produce an expanded tube 30' having a
substantially uniform inner and outer diameter along the
length thereof. For example, in the embodiment illustrated in
FIGS. 4 and 5, the capture member 32 has a uniform inner
diameter configured to radially restrain the expanding
extruded tube 30 at the second outer diameter, such that the
second outer diameter of the expanded tube 30' is uniform
along the length of the expanded tube 30'. In an alternative
embodiment, the inner diameter of the capture member varies
along at least along a section of the capture member 32, to
produce a tapered biaxially oriented tubular member, as dis-
cussed in more detail below. Ruler markings on the ends of
the extruded tube 30 can be compared before and after the
longitudinal expansion to confirm that the desired overall
stretch percent is achieved. The amount of longitudinal
expansion, expressed as a stretch percent, typically ranges
from about 50 to about 200% of the initial length (L,) of
extruded tube 30. In the embodiment in which the expanded
tube 30" has a substantially uniform inner and outer diameter
along the entire length thereof, the axial stretch percentage is,
more specifically, preferably about 75 to about 100% of the
initial length (L.)).

The final expanded dimensions (ID,, OD,) are preferably
predicted and controlled during formation of the expanded
tubular member 30, to thereby provide a desired bending
stiffness, rupture strength, tensile break load, and percent
elongation to failure. During the radial and axial expansion,
the inner diameter of the extruded tubing 30 increases due to
both the internal pressure and the longitudinal stretching.
Thus, extruded tubes having different wall thicknesses can be
expanded to similar final expanded dimensions (ID,, OD,)
using the same capture member 32 by using different stretch
percentages. Moreover, significant characteristics of the
resulting expanded tubular member can be tailored by select-
ing and controlling the nature of the extruded tube and
amount of expansion. For example, the break load of the
expanded tubular member can be increased by increasing the
outer diameter of the starting extrusion (OD,) and corre-
spondingly increasing the stretch percent. The elongation to
failure of the expanded tubular member can be increased by
increasing the elongation of the starting extrusion.

In the embodiment of FIG. 1, the biaxially oriented distal
outer tubular member 23 of catheter 10 has a uniform wall
thickness and diameter (the biaxially oriented tubular mem-
ber 23 preferably being the section of the shaft outer member
which is located distal to the rapid exchange notch at
guidewire proximal port 28). In alternative embodiments, the
biaxially oriented tubular member is formed with at least a
section having a tapering wall thickness and/or diameter.

FIG. 6 illustrates a balloon catheter 110 which has a
tapered biaxially oriented distal outer tubular member 123
with a diameter and wall thickness that are distally tapering
(i.e., decreasing in a distally extending direction). The bal-
loon catheter 110 generally comprises an elongated shaft 111
having a proximal end, a distal end, a guidewire lumen 21 and
an inflation lumen 20 extending therein, an inner tubular
member 124 with the guidewire lumen 21 therein, and a
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proximal outer tubular member 122 with a proximal portion
of the inflation lumen 20 therein, and a distal outer tubular
member 123 which has a distal portion of the inflation lumen
20 therein and which is formed of a tapered biaxially oriented
nonporous thermoplastic polymer. A balloon 14 sealingly
secured to a distal shaft section has a proximal skirt secured to
the distal outer tubular member 123 and a distal skirt secured
to the inner tubular member 124 such that an interior of the
balloon is in fluid communication with the inflation lumen 20.
An adapter 118 on the proximal end of the shaft 111 is
configured to provide access to the guidewire lumen 21 and
has an arm 119 configured for connecting to a source of
inflation fluid (not shown) for inflating the balloon 14. In the
illustrated embodiment, the balloon catheter 110 has a stent
115 releasably mounted on the balloon 14 for delivery and
deployment within a patient’s body lumen, although the cath-
eter 110 can be configured for a variety of uses including
angioplasty, drug delivery and the like. The stent delivery
balloon catheter 110 is an over-the-wire type catheter, and
thus has the guidewire lumen 21 extending the entire length of
the catheter shaft 111 to a proximal port at the proximal end
of the catheter, unlike the rapid exchange type catheter 10 of
the embodiment of FIG. 1 having a guidewire proximal port
28 distal to the proximal end of the catheter 10. The catheter
110 is otherwise similar to the catheter 10 of the embodiment
of FIG. 1, such that the discussion above relating to the
biaxially oriented tubular member formed of a relatively low
durometer material yet having a relatively high rupture pres-
sure applies as well to the embodiment of FIG. 6.

The tapered biaxially oriented distal outer tubular member
123 has a first (distal) section 130 with a uniform wall thick-
ness and diameter, and a second (proximal) section 131 with
a wall thickness and outer diameter tapering distally from the
proximal end of the distal outer tubular member 123, as best
illustrated in FIG. 7 showing an enlarged longitudinal cross
section taken within line 7-7 of FIG. 6.

The distal section 130 of the biaxially oriented distal outer
tubular member 123 extends from the tapering proximal sec-
tion 131 to the distal end of the biaxially oriented distal outer
tubular member, and has a constant inner and outer diameter
and a constant wall thickness along substantially its entire
length (i.e., constant within normal manufacturing toler-
ances). The tapering proximal section 131 similarly has a
constant inner diameter, such that the inner diameter is con-
stant along the entire length of the biaxially oriented distal
outer tubular member 123 in the embodiment of FIG. 6.

The proximal end of the tapering proximal section 131 is
bonded, typically by fusion and/or adhesive bonding, to the
distal end of'a proximally adjacent section of the shaft (e.g., to
the proximal outer tubular member 122), and the tapered
proximal section 131 extends distally of the bond. The
tapered proximal section is generally about 2% to about 80%
of'the length of the tapered biaxially oriented tubular member
123 of over-the-wire catheter 110, and specifically, in the
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7, the tapered proximal sec-
tion 131 is about 40% of the length of the tapered biaxially
oriented tubular member 123. However, the taper can be a
more abrupt shorter taper, or a more gradual taper extending
along a longer length or along essentially the entire length of
the biaxially oriented tubular member 123.

The taper length of a tapered biaxially oriented tubular
member would typically be longer in an over-the-wire bal-
loon catheter compared to a rapid exchange balloon catheter
due at least in part to the affect of the formation of the rapid
exchange notch (i.e., at proximal guidewire port 28 in the
embodiment of FIG. 1) of a rapid exchange catheter. Specifi-
cally, forming the rapid exchange notch typically requires
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heat and radially inward force to bond the tubular members
together at the proximal guidewire port 28, which would
change the biaxial orientation and tapering of the tubular
member. As a result, in a rapid exchange catheter, the biaxi-
ally oriented tubular member, and more specifically the
tapered section of the biaxially oriented tubular member, is
preferably located distal to the proximal guidewire port 28.
Expressed as a percentage of the total length of the shaft 111,
the length of the tapered section 131 is generally about 1% to
about 20% of the total length of the shaft 111 of the over-the-
wire type catheter 110 of FIG. 6 (from the proximal to the
distal end of the catheter). In contrast, in a rapid exchange
type catheter such as catheter 10 of FIG. 1, a tapered section
of the biaxially oriented distal outer tubular member is gen-
erally about 1% to about 15% of the length of the shaft (or
generally about 5% to about 90% of the length ofthe biaxially
oriented distal outer tubular member 23 of rapid exchange
catheter 10).

In a presently preferred embodiment, the catheter 110 does
not have a separate midshaft outer tubular member of inter-
mediate stiffness to transition from the relatively stiff proxi-
mal shaft section to the relatively flexible distal shaft section.
Rather, the tapered section 131 of biaxially oriented outer
tubular member 123 provides a sufficiently large change in
bending stiffness therealong that the proximal end of the
biaxially oriented distal outer member 123 is secured directly
to the distal end of the relatively stiff proximal outer member
122. The bending stiffness of the tapered biaxially oriented
tubular member typically decreases distally along the length
of the taper by about 20% to about 80%, more preferably by
about 40% to about 80% (the 80% decrease corresponding to
a percent increase (proximally) of about 350%). Thus, the
bending stiffness changes along an integral, one-piece tubular
member (tapered biaxially oriented tubular member 123),
without requiring variable reinforcements such as braids,
coils, sleeves, or multiple layers along the tubular member
123 to vary the bending stiffness therealong.

In a presently preferred embodiment, in order to provide a
relatively large bending stiffness change along the length of
the taper, the wall thickness in addition to the diameter of the
biaxially oriented tubular member varies along the length of
the taper. Preferably, the wall thickness of the tapered biaxi-
ally oriented tubular member 123 increases by about 50% to
about 250% proximally along the tapered section 131, and as
a result the bending stiffness of tapered tubular member 123
increases proximally by at least about 65%, and more prefer-
ably about 100% to about 350%, and more specifically by
about 200% to about 350% therealong. For example, in one
embodiment of tapered tubular member 123 having an inner
diameter of about 0.7 mm, the wall thickness along constant
wall thickness section 130 is about 0.05 mm to about 0.06
mm, and the wall thickness increases to a maximum of about
0.14 mm to about 0.16 mm at the proximal end section of the
tapered section 131, such that the bending stiftness increases
proximally by as much as about 340% (corresponding to a
decreases distally of as much as about 78%). The inner diam-
eter of tubular member 123 is typically about 0.65 mm to
about 0.75 mm.

In a method of making a tapered biaxially oriented tubular
member, the extruded tube is biaxially oriented as discussed
above in relation to the embodiment of FIGS. 4 and 5. How-
ever, in a presently preferred embodiment, atleast a section of
the extruded tube is tapered during the biaxial orientation,
preferably by varying the overall axial load that produces the
axial orientation of the polymeric material of the tube. Spe-
cifically, the extruded tube is placed in a capture member
similar to the capture member 32 of FIG. 4, and biaxially
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oriented by being heated with an external heat supply travers-
ing longitudinally from a first to a second section of the tube
and radially expanded with pressurized media in the tube
lumen, and simultaneously axially expanded with an overall
axial load that is controllably varied as at least a section of the
tube is heated. As a result, different longitudinal portions
along the length of a given biaxially oriented tubular member
are thereby axially stretched by different amounts. Generally,
the axial stretch percentage of the different longitudinal por-
tions of the resulting tapered biaxially oriented tubular mem-
ber varies from about 50% to about 300% of the initial length
of the tube portion. Preferably, varying the overall axial load
comprises varying an external load (e.g., weight) applied on
one end of the tube. However, in one embodiment, the overall
axial load is varied by additionally or alternatively varying the
pressure of the pressurized media in the tube lumen.

In one presently preferred embodiment, the tapered biaxi-
ally oriented tubular member is biaxially oriented in a capture
member which tapers from a larger to a smaller inner diam-
eter along at least a section of the capture member. FIG. 9a
illustrates extruded tube 30, prior to being biaxially
expanded, in a tapered capture tube 132 having a uniform
inner diameter along a first section 133 extending from a first
end of the capture member, and having a tapered inner diam-
eter along a second section 134 extending from a second end
of the capture member to the uniform diameter first section
133. The overall axial load is decreased as the heat supply
(typically a heating nozzle 35) traverses along the tapered
section 134 of the capture member 132 from the smaller to the
larger inner diameter ends of tapered section 134.

Preferably, the inner diameter contour of the tapered cap-
ture member corresponds to the desired expanded outer diam-
eter profile of the tapered biaxially oriented tubular member.
Thus, by increasing the inner diameter ofthe capture tube 132
along section 134, a biaxially oriented tubular member can be
formed which has a tapered outer diameter, such as tubular
member 123 of the embodiment of FIG. 6. In order to provide
the constant inner diameter of tapered biaxially oriented tubu-
lar member 123, the external weight (or overall axial load) is
constant as the heating nozzle 35 traverses along section 133,
and is controllably varied by a particularly specified amount
as the heating nozzle 35 traverses along tapered section 134 of
the tapered capture tube 132, and FIG. 95 illustrates the
resulting tapered biaxially expanded tube 30' within the cap-
ture member 132. As a result, although the extruded tube 30
will radially expand to a larger diameter along tapered section
134 of the tapered capture member 132, the corresponding
thinning of'its wall thickness which would otherwise occur is
prevented by reducing the axial stretch percentage. The
resulting tapered biaxially oriented distal outer member 123
has an axial orientation that increases distally along the
tapered proximal section and has a circumferential orienta-
tion that is substantially uniform along the entire length of the
biaxially oriented tubular member 123 at least within a radial
inner surface portion thereof. To produce the tapered biaxially
oriented tubular member 123 of the embodiment of FIG. 7,
after expansion of the tube 30 in the tapered capture member
132, the as-expanded tubular member is typically heat stabi-
lized, preferably on a constant outer diameter mandrel (see
e.g., the mandrel 146 of FIG. 12) as discussed in more detail
below.

The axial external weight values which are required to
prepare a desired tapered biaxially oriented tubular member
are predicted based on calculated axial stretch percentages
and calculated total axial stress values for an extruded tube 30
of'a given as-extruded inner and outer diameter. By selecting
the varying external weight values applied to the tube 30, the
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resulting biaxially expanded tubular member can be caused to
have a variety of different tapering configurations. For
example, as tube 30 is expanded in the tapered capture mem-
ber 132, the external weight decreases by a relatively large
amount (see below Example 2) in order to provide the tapered
biaxially oriented tubular member 123 of FIG. 7 having a
tapering outer diameter and wall thickness but a constant
inner diameter. In contrast, if the external weight was instead
decreased by a lesser amount in the tapered capture member
132, a tapered biaxially oriented tubular member 135 could
be prepared which has a tapering inner and outer diameter, as
illustrated in FIG. 10. In the embodiment of FIG. 10, the
tapered biaxially oriented tubular member 135 has a proximal
end 136, a distal end 137, a nontapering distal section 138,
and a tapering proximal section 139 with a distally tapering
inner and outer diameter and a constant wall thickness.
Tapered biaxially oriented tubular member 135 of the
embodiment of FIG. 10 is typically less preferred than the
embodiment of FIG. 7 due to the relatively small change in
bending stiffness readily produced without varying the wall
thickness of the tubular member 135. However, the increased
inner diameter along the tapered proximal section 139, rela-
tive to tapered proximal section 131 of the embodiment of
FIG. 7, is preferred in a catheter in which a large lumen size
is more important to catheter performance than a large change
in bending stiffness provided by the tapered wall thickness of
the biaxially oriented tubular member.

Thus, the biaxially oriented tubular member can be pro-
vided with a variety of different tapering configurations. For
example, FIG. 11 illustrates a tapered biaxially oriented tubu-
lar member 140 having a first end 141, a second end 142, a
nontapering first section 143, and a tapering second section
144 with a constant outer diameter and an inner diameter
which tapers toward the second end 142 of the tubular mem-
ber 140. As a result, the wall thickness (and bending stiffness)
increases along the length of section 144 from the nontaper-
ing first section 143 to a larger wall thickness at the second
end 142 of the tubular member 140 (i.e., the wall thickness
increases inversely to the decreasing inner diameter of the
tapered biaxially oriented tubular member 140). The tapered
tubular member 140 can be prepared in a uniform diameter
capture member 32 during biaxial orientation of the extruded
tube 30, by applying a constant axial weight as the heating
nozzle 35 traverses along the first section of the extruded tube
30, and then gradually decreasing the axial weight as the
heating nozzle 35 traverses along the second section of the
extruded tube 30.

By varying the tension along the length to form the taper
during biaxial orientation, the method of the invention facili-
tates localized compensation for dimensional and property
variability within the original as-extruded tube 30 (i.e.,
adjusting for lot-to-lot material property variation).

A tapered biaxially oriented tubular member of the inven-
tion generally has a bending stiffness that decreases by the
relatively large amount of a factor of about 2 to about 4 along
the length of the tapering section, which is provided by vary-
ing the wall thickness and the diameter of the biaxially ori-
ented tubular member along the length of the tapering section.
The change in bending stiffness (moment of inertia) is pref-
erably linear, or substantially linear (i.e., within normal
manufacturing tolerance), and the uniform taper is specifi-
cally provided with desired dimensions at a desired location
along the biaxially oriented tubular member using a method
of the invention.

As discussed above in relation to the embodiment of FIG.
1, a biaxially oriented tubular member of the invention is
typically heat stabilized after the biaxial expansion by being
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heated on a mandrel. In one embodiment, the method of
producing the tapered biaxially oriented tubular member
takes advantage of the diameter shrinkage that occurs during
the heat stabilization. For example, provided the heat stabili-
zation time and temperature are sufficient to radially shrink
the expanded tubular member by a desired amount, heat sta-
bilizing the tapered biaxially oriented tubular member 140 of
FIG. 11 on a constant diameter mandrel 146 provides a
resized tapered biaxially oriented tubular member 145 having
a constant inner diameter and a variable outer diameter and
wall thickness, as illustrated in FIG. 12. However, the heat
stabilization process induces both radial and axial shrinkage
which leads to greater wall thickening in sections having
greater initial clearance between the as-expanded inner diam-
eter and the mandrel outer diameter. As a result, a tubular
member that is biaxially expanded to an inner diameter profile
substantially equal to the final target and heat stabilized on a
mandrel having a corresponding outer diameter closely
matched thereto is preferred in order to minimize the amount
of shrinkage, to thereby provide for improved dimensional
control. Therefore, although a uniform diameter (nontapered)
biaxially oriented tubular member can be provided with a
taper after the biaxial expansion merely by shrinking onto a
tapered mandrel during heat stabilization, such a method is
much less preferred than a method in which the tubular mem-
ber is tapered during the biaxial expansion (e.g., by varying
the axial weight applied during the biaxial expansion within a
tapered capture member). Moreover, without a tapered cap-
ture member (e.g., member 132), the range of possible dimen-
sional combinations in the finished tapered biaxially oriented
tubular member is relatively limited.

Thus, heat stabilization on a mandrel with a profile which
closely matches the as-expanded tapered biaxially oriented
tubular member’s inner diameter not only provides the
expected dimensional stability which comes from radial
recovery of the expanded tube onto the mandrel, but also
improved dimension control by avoiding inconsistencies in
the as-expanded inner diameter. Specifically, the finished heat
stabilized tube has tight inner diameter tolerances that match
those of the heat stabilization mandrel, and outer diameters
that are less variable than before the heat stabilization. For
example, in one embodiment, tapered biaxially oriented tubu-
lar member 123 has an inner diameter of about 0.77+/-0.04
mm before heat stabilization, and of about 0.725+/-0.005
after heat stabilization on a mandrel.

The heat stabilization mandrel has an outer diameter that is
less than the inner diameter of the tapered biaxially oriented
tubular member to allow the mandrel to be slid therein, but is
preferably not more than about 10% less than the inner diam-
eter of the as-expanded (before heat stabilization) tapered
biaxially oriented tubular member.

To prepare a tapered biaxially oriented tubular member
according to a method of the invention, a combination of
experimental and analytical methods can be used in order to
predict the varying diameter/wall thickness of the resulting
tapered biaxially oriented tubular member. The experimental
and analytical methods take into account a number of factors
such as the external axial load, capture member inner diam-
eter, and the actual deformation behavior of the extruded tube
30 during its brief exposure to the moving heat source (nozzle
35). For example, a number of samples of extruded tubes 30
were biaxially oriented with radially expansive gas pressure
and a varying external weight, and the total axial stress was
calculated and the actual axial expansion was experimentally
observed. The total axial stress was calculated by first calcu-
lating the total axial load, which is the sum of the external
weight and the axial load due to the gas pressure within the
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tube 30. The axial load due to the gas pressure within the tube
is based on the as-expanded inner diameter, which is calcu-
lated using the as-extruded dimensions, the as-expanded
outer diameter, and the axial expansion percentage for a con-
stant gas pressure of, e.g., 475 psig.

A second order polynomial was fit to a plot of the calcu-
lated total axial stress vs. observed axial expansion percent-
age, as illustrated in FIG. 13. The second order polynomial
had an R-squared value of 0.993, and therefore may be used
as an effective method for predicting axial expansion percent-
age (and thus wall thickness) after biaxial expansion. The
second order polynomial mathematically defines the relation-
ship between the stress and strain in the axial direction for a
particular polymer tube under a specific set of experimental
conditions, and can be used to predict the external axial load
necessary to produce a given wall thickness during biaxial
expansion into a known capture member size.

To make the external axial load predictions, typically the
as-extruded outer and inner diameters are selected and the
target final outer and inner diameter values are identified at
various locations along the length of the tubular member. The
first step is then to determine the required stretch percentages
at locations of interest per the following formula where OD,
and ID, are as-extruded tube dimensions, and OD, and 1D,
are the expanded dimensions at a given location:

Stretch Percentage=100x[(OD,2-ID2)/(OD,?~

ID,%)-1] Eq. 1)

Using the calculated stretch percentage values, the associated
total axial stress values (S) are then determined using the
experimentally derived polynomial, where a, b, and ¢ are the
coefficients obtained from fitting a second order polynomial
to experimental data (in FIG. 13 they are 687.44, 1836.5, and
113.01, respectively):
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tion (i.e., the position of the traveling heat source). Alterna-
tively, an operator can manually adjust the applied external
axial weight during the biaxial expansion process.

The following examples illustrate the formation of biaxi-
ally oriented tubular members in accordance with embodi-
ments of the invention.

EXAMPLE 1

PEBAX 63D was used to extrude four sets of multiple
tubing samples (N=5) having an extruded inner diameter (ID)
of'about 0.005 inches, and an extruded outer diameter (OD)
ranging from about 0.0217 inches to about 0.0264 inches. The
extruded tubing was placed inside a stainless steel capture
tube having a Teflon liner with an ID of about 0.034 inches,
and radially and axially expanded therein at an elevated tem-
perature. Specifically, a vertical hot air necking apparatus was
used to pressurize the tubing with pressurized air at about 500
psi and to simultaneously lengthen the tubing with an axial
load pulling on one end of the tubing, while the tubing was
heated within the capture tube using a heating nozzle travers-
ing along the outside of the capture tube at a set point of about
385° F. (196° C.) (the temperature within the inner chamber
of the capture tube is typically less than the set point, and
depends upon factors such as the nozzle temperature set
point, the nozzle speed, the nozzle air flow rate, and the
capture tube materials and dimensions). The resulting biaxi-
ally oriented expanded tubular member samples had similar
final dimensions of about 0.0285 inch ID and 0.033 inch OD,
and a relatively high rupture pressure of not less than about
600 psi, and relatively low Gurley bending stitfness of about
102 mg or less. The average longitudinal stretch percentage,
and the mean rupture pressure, Gurley bending stiffness, and
tensile load of the resulting tubular member samples, follow-
ing stabilization at 100° C./15 minutes on a 0.028-0.0285 inch

S(total)=ax(Stretch %)?+bx(Stretch %)+c Eq. 2) mandrel, are given below in Table 1.
TABLE 1
Bending  Mean
Stiffness Rupture Tensile
Extruded  Extruded Avg. Gurley  Pressure  Break Load
ID (in) OD (in)  Stretch (%) Units (mg)  (psi) (1bf)
Extrusion 0.0057 0.0217 85 97.2 665 2.28
LotNo. 1
(N=5)
Extrusion 0.0054 0.0235 113 102.2 697 2.56
Lot No. 2
N=5)
Extrusion 0.0053 0.0249 140 929 664 3.49
Lot No. 3
N=5)
Extrusion 0.0057 0.0264 166 88.8 606 391
Lot No. 4
N=35)
Using the total axial stress determined via equations 1 and 2, 55  Extruding a soft material such as PEBAX 63D directly to

the necessary external weight (W) at each location can be
predicted using the following equation:

W=/S(total}- (PxID,2)/(OD,2-ID,2)|x[(3.14159/4)x

(OD,2-1D,?)] Eq. 3)

The resulting prediction of external weight for each loca-
tion of interest is then used to prepare a tapered biaxially
oriented tubular member having specific, desired dimensions.
In one embodiment, the production is automated by program-
ming the predicted external weight values into a closed loop
feedback-controlled tension system so that the applied exter-
nal weight is controllably varied as a function of axial loca-

o
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the final dimensions (0.0285 inch 1D, 0.033 inch OD) would
be expected to produce a tubular member having an unaccept-
ably low rupture and tensile strength for use as the shaft
tubular member. By way of comparison, tubular members of
PEBAX 72D extruded directly to the final dimensions of
about 0.028 inch ID and 0.032 inch OD, and similarly stabi-
lized at 100° C./15 min., had a Gurley Bending Stiftness of
about 223.1 mg, and a mean rupture pressure of about 436 psi.
It should be noted that PEBAX 72D has a higher durometer
than the PEBAX 63D, so that the higher bending stiffness is
to be expected. Increasing the wall thickness in a second set of
PEBAX 72D comparison tubular members, which is
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expected to increase the rupture pressure and bending stift-
ness of the tubing (specifically, the tubing had extruded
dimensions of about 0.031 ID and 0.037 inch OD, and was

20

axial stretch percentage, total stress, and external weight
decrease as set forth in Table 3.

similarly stabilized at 100° C./15 min.), increased the mean TABLE 3
rupture pressure of the comparison tubular members to about 5 . .
499 psi, but also (disadvantageously) increased the Gurley Axial Axial Stress External
. . . . . Location Stretch S(total) Weight
Bending Stiffness to 258.6 mg. Although this bending stift- (em) %) (psi) (arams)
ness would be expected to decrease with a lower durometer
material (e.g., PEBAX 63D), a corresponding decrease in the 0to 20 229.6 7956 560.6
. . - 22 2254 7747 547.1
rupture pressure, with large radial growth prior to rupture, 10 4 914 7547 5337
would also be expected. 26 2174 7353 520.4
28 2135 7166 507.4
EXAMPLE 2 30 209.7 6986 494.4
32 206.0 6812 481.06
. . . 34 202.3 6644 468.9
Equation 3 was used to predict the external weight values 15 36 1988 6481 456.3
required to make a variable outer diameter, constant inner 38 195.4 6324 443.8
diameter tubular member such as the tapered biaxially ori- 40 192.0 6172 4314
ented tubular member 123 of FIG. 7. The predicted external
weight values (using Eq. 3) are tabulated in Table 2 along with The bending moment of inertia (I) can be calculated using
the desired as-extruded and final expanded dimensions, the 20 the engineering formula for a hollow cylindrical beam,
calculated stretch percentages (using Eq. 1), and the calcu- 1=(3.14159/64).times.(OD,*~1D,*). FIG. 14 is a graph of the
lated total axial stress values (using Eq. 2). In the example set resulting calculated moment of inertia values plotted as a
forth in Table 2, the as-expanded outer diameter and wall function of nozzle position for Examples 2 and 3. The graph
thickness is to be held constant over the first 20 cm, and then includes also a comparison example in which the same initial
increased linearly over the remaining length. The internal »s external weight and tapered capture member profile as in
pressure during the biaxial expansion tapering procedure was Examples 2 and 3 would be used, but the external weight
constant at 475 psi. would be held constant throughout the biaxial expansion. The
TABLE 2
Axial Axial Stress  External
Location Stretch S (total) Weight
(cm) ID1 (cm) ODI1 (em) ID2(cm) OD2 (cm) (%) (psi)  (grams)
0to 20 0.016 0.074 0.073 0.0838  229.6 7956  560.6
22 0.016 0.074 0.073 00848  197.8 6433  487.0
24 0.016 0.074 0.073 00858 1712 5272 423.9
26 0.016 0.074 0.073 0.0868  148.8 4366  368.9
28 0.016 0.074 0.073 00878 1295 3646 3203
30 0.016 0.074 0.073 00889 1129 3063  276.7
32 0.016 0.074 0.073 0.0899 984 2584 2371
34 0.016 0.074 0.073 0.0909 855 2187  201.0
36 0.016 0.074 0.073 0.0919 742 1853 1675
38 0.016 0.074 0.073 0.0929 640 1569 1364
40 0.016 0.074 0.073 0.0939 548 1327 107.3
The as-expanded outer diameter set forth in Table 2 is the 5 initial value of 1is about 2.3 5x10~® for all three samples, and
result of a capture member, such as tapered capture member for Example 2 it increases to about 5.728x107® whereas it
132, having an inner diameter contoured to correspond to the increases a smaller amount to about 3.378x10~® for Example
desired expanded outer diameter of the biaxially oriented 3, and to about 2.951x107® for the fixed weight comparison
tubular member. The as-expanded inner diameter is to be held example.
constant over the entire length by controllably varying the 50  Thus, as illustrated in FIG. 14, the greatest overall increase
external weight. The predicted external weight is diminished in bending stiffness occurs with the tapered biaxially
from approximately 560 grams to approximately 107 grams, expanded tubular member of Example 2, in which the wall
and the predicted diminishment of weight is nearly linear. As thickness increases along with the increase in outer diameter
a result, the actual weight decline could be made linear with of the expanded tubular member. Example 3 has substantially
minimal impact on the resulting dimensions of the tapered 55 less gain in stiffness along the tapered region of the expanded
section of the tubular member. tubular member, because its wall thickness is constant as the
outer diameter increases. The stiftness profile for the fixed
EXAMPLE 3 weight comparison example has even less gain because, with-
out decreasing the external weight to account for the rising
To make a variable outer diameter, variable inner diameter, 60 outer diameter, the wall thickness of the expanded tubular
constant wall thickness tubular member such as the tapered member must become thinner as its outer diameter increases.
biaxially oriented tubular member 135 of FIG. 10, the same Specifically, the moment of inertia increases by about 144%
conditions as in Example 2 are used, but the external weight for Example 2, and about 44% for Example 3, and about
decreases by a smaller amount from the 20 cm to the 40 cm 25.5% for the fixed weight comparison example. Thus, the
axial location. Specifically, to maintain a constant wall thick- 65 tapered biaxially oriented tubular member of Example 2 can

ness of 0.004 inches (0.01 cm) as the outer diameter of the
tube increases as in Example 2 from 0.0838 to 0.0939 cm, the

provide the greatest change in stiffness for a fixed material
durometer hardness and given tapering transition length,
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resulting in an improved transition from a highly flexible
distal shaft section to a substantially more rigid proximal
shaft section of a catheter of the invention.

While the present invention is described herein in terms of
certain preferred embodiments, those skilled in the art will
recognize that various modifications and improvements may
be made to the invention without departing from the scope
thereof. Moreover, although individual features of one
embodiment of the invention may be discussed herein or
shown in the drawings of the one embodiment and not in other
embodiments, it should be apparent that individual features of
one embodiment may be combined with one or more features
of another embodiment or features from a plurality of
embodiments.

The invention claimed is:

1. An elongated shaft for a catheter, comprising a tubular
member consisting essentially of biaxially oriented nonpo-
rous thermoplastic polymer having a Shore durometer hard-
ness of less than about 75 D and greater than or equal to 63 D.

2. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 1, wherein the
biaxially oriented nonporous thermoplastic polymer has a
Shore durometer hardness of about 63 D.

3. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 1, wherein the
biaxially oriented nonporous thermoplastic polymer is a
polyether block amide.

4. The elongated shall for a catheter of claim 1, wherein the
tubular member has a first outer diameter of about 0.0325 to
about 0.0335 inches and a first inner diameter of about 0.028
to about 0.029 inches.

5. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 1, wherein the
tubular member has a Gurley bending stiffness of less than
about 150 mg.

6. The elongated shall for a catheter of claim 1, wherein the
tubular member has a tensile strength of at least about 1 to
about 5 1bf.

7. The elongated shall for a catheter of claim 1, wherein the
tubular member has a maximum blow-up-ratio and the tubu-
lar member is at least 80% of the maximum blow-up-ratio.

8. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 1, wherein the
tubular member has a substantially uniform outer diameter
along an entire length of the tubular member.

9. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 1, wherein the
biaxial orientation of the nonporous thermoplastic polymer of
the tubular member is substantially uniform along an entire
length of the tubular member.

10. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 1, wherein
the tubular member has a rupture pressure of at least about 20
to about 50 atm.

11. An elongated shaft for a catheter prepared by a process
comprising:

melt-extruding thermoplastic polymeric material having a

Shore durometer hardness of less than about 75 D and
greater than or equal to 63 D at an elevated temperature
into an extruded tube having a first outer diameter, a first
inner diameter, and a tube lumen defined therein, and
cooling the extruded tube to a temperature less than the
elevated temperature of the melt-extrusion;

placing the extruded tube within a capture member and

biaxially orienting the polymeric material of the
extruded tube by radially expanding the extruded tube
with pressurized media in the tube lumen and axially
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expanding the extruded tube with a load applied on at
least one end of the tube; and

cooling the biaxially-oriented expanded tube to room tem-

perature to form a tubular member.

12. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 11, wherein
the extruded tube is heated to an expansion elevated tempera-
ture with a heating nozzle traversing along a length of the
extruded tube.

13. The elongated shalt for a catheter of claim 11, wherein
the capture member comprises a metallic tube having a lubri-
cious polymeric inner liner, and the pressurized media is a gas
at an elevated pressure sufficient to radially expand the
extruded tube into contact with an inner surface of the capture
member without increasing an outer diameter of the capture
member.

14. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 13, wherein
the capture member has a uniform inner diameter configured
to radially restrain the expanding extruded tube at a second
outer diameter, such that the second outer diameter is uniform
along the length of the expanded tube.

15. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 11, wherein
the extruded tube is cooled to room temperature after extru-
sion and before the radial and axial expansion of the extruded
tube.

16. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 11, including
heat stabilizing the extruded tube before cooling by heating
the extruded tube to a heat stabilizing temperature sufficient
to stabilize the polymeric material of the extruded tube.

17. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 16, wherein
the extruded tube is heat stabilized on a mandrel.

18. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 16, wherein
the polymeric material is a polyether block amide, and the
heat stabilization comprises heating the expanded tube at
about 100 to about 140° C., for about 10 to about 15 minutes.

19. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 11, wherein
the tubular member is extruded to the first outer diameter of
about 0.021 to about 0.023 inches, and the first inner diameter
of about 0.004 to about 0.006 inches.

20. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 11, wherein
the tubular member has a Gurley bending stiffness of not
greater than about 50 to about 150 mg, a rupture pressure of at
least about 20 to about 50 atm, and a tensile strength of at least
about 1 to about 5 Ibf.

21. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 11, wherein
the thermoplastic polymeric material has a Shore durometer
hardness of about 63 D.

22. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 11, wherein
the extruded tube has a maximum blow-up-ratio and the
extruded tube is radially expanded to at least 80% of the
maximum blow-up-ratio.

23. The elongated shall for a catheter of claim 11, wherein
the extruded tube is radially expanded such that the expanded
tube has a second inner diameter which is at least about 5
times greater than the first inner diameter of the extruded tube.

24. The elongated shall for a catheter of claim 11, wherein
the extruded tube is simultaneously radially and axially
expanded.

25. The elongated shaft for a catheter of claim 11, wherein
the extruded tube is sequentially radially and axially
expanded.



